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VII - Reconstruction of the Ninmah Temple
	1. Historical building name: A complete reconstruction of the Ninmah temple.
2. Location according to the schematic plan: to the South-East from the Ishtar Gate.

	3. Lay-out of the historical building: after Janusz Meuszyński, Odkrywanie Mezopotamii, Warszawa 1977, pl. 20, p. 153.
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	4. Description of the present state of preservation: Reconstruction on original walls remnants and foundations at the beginning of the 70.; it has rectangular shape, measuring 38 x 60 m; a main entrance from the South and another one from the East.
A/ Façades: 

The Northern Façade:
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Fig. 1
· Mud plaster is 1-1,5 cm thick, preserved in poor condition.
· A part above the entrance to the building and the upper parts of both buttresses mostly without mud plaster, beneath contemporary baked bricks visible.
· In the eastern part of the façade the plaster is cracked, with air bubbles and it is falling off; in some places losses of plaster.
· In the western part the plaster is better preserved, but losses and places where it was washed away also occurred.
· A socle made of baked mud bricks as well as the lower strip of the mud plaster is wet.

· There are traces of a bitumen layer on the socle; in some places also a cement mortar was used; a part of bricks especially at the edge is damaged.

· In the north-western corner – a retaining wall made of baked bricks, in good state.

· Remnants of the metal door-frame; lack of the door. 

The Eastern Façade:
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Fig. 2

· Traces of damp patches.
· Losses of mud plaster in eight places near the roof.

· Small cracking of the outside layer of the mud plaster, ca. 60% of the surface is splitting off.

· A strip up to 0,6 m high above the ground level – wet in the middle and northern part, the mud plaster partially damaged.

· Around the door-frame the mud plaster damaged.

· A wooden door set in a metal door-frame is broken, losses of boards.
· The cement socle cracked in several places.
The Southern Façade:
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Fig. 3
· Mud plaster with admixture of straw is cracked, peeling off in the western and eastern parts that are in the worst state of preservation.

· Loss of ca. 80% of mud bricks between the easternmost buttress and the south-eastern corner of the building; the rest of the mud plaster is coming off.

· Losses of the mud plaster in the upper parts of the easternmost buttress, the one further to the West and the westernmost one.
· Tiny losses of the mud plaster, especially in the upper part of the façade, traces of damp patches.
The Western Façade:
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Fig. 4
· Mud plaster especially badly preserved on the faces of the buttresses; the outside layer here is cracked, coming off and has already partially fallen off.

· The southernmost buttress – almost completely without an outside layer of  the mud plaster; the rest is cracked, is peeling off and falling off; in the upper part loss of a mud plaster of 0,6 m in diameter. 
· The mud plaster is strongly washed by rain that washed out the mud, however straw remained.

· Cracks and losses of the mud plaster near the socle.

· From the North the retaining wall and then the socle are covered with a soil.

· The upper parts of the two vertical walls made of baked bricks, located in the second and in the sixth buttresses from the South are damaged; some bricks are lost some are broken.
B/ Roof: inaccessible because of destruction of the stairs inside the building and critical state of the roof itself. Falling in of the roof in three places (locus 6, 8 and 18) and bent down in another three places in the same rooms are clearly visible on air photography. Besides losses of the roof are in locus 13 and 16.
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Fig. 5
C/ Interior:

Locus 1 – Floor:
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Fig. 6
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined by thick bitumen mortar joints.

· 50% of the brick surface damaged: is peeling off, cracking, and splitting off.

Locus 1 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 7
· Wooden beams and reed mats are moist.
· In the eastern part six beams bent down to the floor, two of them are broken. 
· Five beams cracked lengthwise.

· The reed mats do not lie close in several places.
Locus 1 – The Northern Wall:
[image: image9.jpg]



Fig. 8
· Mud plaster with admixture of cement and straw of 4 cm thickness, small spider’s webs.

· Little air bubbles, vertical and horizontal cracks in the eastern part.

· Small mud plaster losses, especially at the floor base.

· Short inscription scraped in Latin alphabet.

· The outside doorway: loss of mud plaster in diameter of 0,4 m in the upper part; destructions at the edges; air bubbles, cracks and detachments of mud plaster, enabling to see an iron building bar in the wall, in the lower part.
· Bird excrement.

· Small mud plaster losses, especially at the floor. 
Locus 1 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 9
· Mud plaster soiled, damp patches in two places, bird excrement.

· Lack of an outside mud plaster layer in seven places.

· Notable mud plaster losses at the floor – mud plaster washed away.

· Short inscription scraped in Latin alphabet.

· The locus 17 doorway: several places of mud plaster losses; vertical cracks on both sides; plaster applied is bumpy, areas at the floor are damaged – the plaster is washed away.
Locus 1 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 10
· Small cracks, especially in a strip up to 2 m high above the floor level.

· Several mud brick losses, especially below the eastern niche; in this place at the floor there is a hole 10 x 10 x 10 cm, probably a place after a stolen electrical box; nearby is a sticking out cable.
· The locus 5 doorway – cracks of mud plaster in the upper part.

· Loss of an outside mud plaster layer of 0,6 m in diameter.
· Bird excrement.

Locus 1 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 11
· Small spider’s webs in the lower part, while in the upper one – traces of moisture.

· Mud plaster cracked, with air bubbles.

· In a strip up to 0,7 m high above the floor level – an outside mud plaster layer damaged.
· In the corners – small nests of insects made of clay.

Locus 2 – Floor:
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Fig. 12
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined by thick bitumen joints.

· 60% of the brick surface is damaged: is peeling off, cracking and splitting off.
· Rubbish on the floor: a long metal pipe in the West, bird excrement in the north-eastern corner.
Locus 2 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 13
· The wooden beams are moist; six of them are cracked lengthwise.

· Two beams are pushed down by the roof ‘s weight – from the East. 
Locus 2 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 14
· Damp patches in the western part alongside the whole wall.
· A strip of a width of 0,6-0,9 m at the ceiling made of baked bricks, not plastered.
· 1/3 of the eastern part of the wall made of sun dried mud bricks, plastered at the floor only.

· 2/3 of the middle and the western part of the wall plastered with mud mixed with some straw temper and cement.
· In a strip up to 2,5 m high above the floor level – the deteriorated plaster is peeling off and falling off.

· In the middle part at the floor - baked bricks are visible, without plaster.
· A fragment of the sun-dried mud brick wall without plaster is in the north-eastern corner.

Locus 2 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 15
· In three places damp patches covered 2/3 of the wall length and running down from the roof are visible.

· The sun-dried mud brick wall without plaster; some joints are missing.

· Two or three rows of baked bricks - at the ceiling.

· In a strip up to 0,8 m high above the floor level – covered with mud plaster; plaster in poor state of preservation: is peeling off, splitting off and coming off.
Locus 2 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 16
· Covered with mud plaster except two rows of baked bricks close to the ceiling.
· Plaster with small damages: little damp patches, some dirt, small losses, some scratches and cracks. 

· The eastern niche without plaster; in the western niche - a bird nest.

· The locus 5 doorway: the plaster uneven, a new layer covered an older one; losses of the outside layer in several places, cracks, air bubbles, splitting off.
Locus 2 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 17
· The mud plaster preserved, except four baked bricks rows close to the ceiling.

· The upper part of the wall covered with the mud plaster of darker colour (more cement admixture?).

· Dark splashes on the whole height – in the northern part.

· Bird excrement in the southern part of the wall.

· The lower part – the outside plaster layer cracked, losses in some places, most deterioration at the floor.

Locus 3 – Floor:
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Fig. 18
· Made of yellow baked bricks joined with thick bitumen joints.
· 50% of the brick surface damaged: is powdering, cracking and splitting off.
· On the surface some sand and dirt.
Locus 3 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 19

· Wooden beam very moist, a part of them cracked lengthwise.

· Deterioration of the reed mats in six places.
Locus 3 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 20
· Small losses and scratches of the plaster.
· At the height of 1,8 m above the floor level there is a horizontal bulge of the plaster, the plaster is splitting off from the wall.
Locus 3 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 21
· Little plaster losses and scratches.
· Seriously cracked a 0,4 m wide strip of plaster near the ceiling.

· In the lower part – horizontal cracks.
· Bird excrement below both niches.
· The locus 5 doorway: the plaster is cracked in some places, splitting off from the wall and peeling off.
Locus 3 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 22
· Small spider’s web and scratches.
· Strong cracks of the plaster in a strip of 0,4 m wide near the ceiling.
Locus 3 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 23
· Small plaster damages – cracks and losses.
· Opposite the locus 5 doorway – damp patches on the whole height of the wall; in this very place the plaster is full of air bubbles and cracks.
· Bird excrement in the northern part.
Locus 4 – Floor:
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Fig. 24
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined with thick bitumen joints; bigger pieces of bitumen preserved.

· Small damages of the brick surface, a lot of sand, rubbish and bird excrement.

Locus 4 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 25
· Wooden beams and reed mats are moist, some beams cracked lengthwise.
Locus 4 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 26
· The plaster cracked in a strip of 0,6 m wide close to the ceiling.
· Large (1 m in diameter) plaster loss in the middle part, cracks in the wall visible.
· In three places a lot of air bubbles, the plaster has become detached and is falling off.
Locus 4 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 27
· A big damp patch in the northern part.
· Detachment of the plaster from the wall 0,7 m below the ceiling, on the whole width.
· One larger crack (2 m long) and several smaller ones.
· The locus 5 doorway – small deterioration, especially in the southern part.
Locus 4 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 28
· In two places the outside plaster layer is missing.

· In the middle of the wall – cracks and air bubbles.
· At the floor – tiny, vertical cracks.

Locus 4 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 29
· In the northern part – damp patches, bird excrement.

· The plaster is missing in five places; air bubbles and cracks in the plaster.

· A 0,5 m wide strip close to the ceiling is cracked.
Locus 5 – Floor:
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Fig. 30
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined with thick bitumen joints.

· 50% of the brick surface is damaged: is powdering, cracking and coming off.
· The whole surface is wet, mostly covered with a green thin layer of vegetation (?)
· Fragments of broken mirror in the eastern part.
Locus 5 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 31
· The plaster losses - only close to the roof from the eastern side. 

· Homogenous structure of the plaster: cracked, is peeling off and splitting off.
Locus 5 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 32
· The plaster is missing in four places at the roof, in four places in the middle part and in two places at the floor.

· In the upper part of the wall rain washed away the outside layer of the plaster, a lot of straw temper left.
· Tiny cracks of the plaster and soiled with bitumen.
· The locus 10 doorway – tiny cracks and peeling off of the plaster.
· The locus 14 doorway – tiny air bubbles and cracks in the lower part.
· Traces of bitumen in the southern part.
Locus 5 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 33
· Cracked plaster, detached from the wall, is peeling off and splitting off.

· In the upper part of the wall mud is washed away out of the outside plaster layer, a lot of straw temper is visible.
· The large plaster losses are in the upper parts of both buttresses and above the locus 6 doorway.
· Around the locus 6 doorway the plaster is damaged, damp patches.
· Three big (0,5 m in diameter) losses of the outside plaster layer in the western part of the wall at the top.
· At the height of 0,6 m above the floor level – cracks in both buttresses and the plaster soiled with bitumen.
· The locus 6 doorway – tiny plaster damages in the lower part.
Locus 5 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 34
· 90% of the wall – the outside plaster layer is cracked, splitting off from the wall and falling off.
· A strip of 0,4 m high above the floor level is wet and the most eroded.
· In the southern part at the bottom, at the locus 4 entrance traces of bitumen preserved.
Locus 6 – Floor:
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Fig. 35
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined with thick bitumen joints.
· 50% of the brick surface is deteriorated: is powdering, cracking and splitting off.
· The surface strongly soiled with bird excrement, mud (at the locus 8 doorway) and the remains of the collapsed eastern part of the roof (mud, beams, tiles).
Locus 6 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 36
· Wooden beams are moist, partly cracked lengthwise.

· Building structural damage – the western part of the roof of 2 m long collapsed; the roof dropped onto the floor.
· Six beams are cracked diagonally and strongly bent towards the floor.

· It is a night shelter for pigeons and sparrows.

Locus 6 – The Northern Wall:
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 Fig.37 
· Damp patches in the eastern part.

· In some places, especially in the lower part, the outside plaster layer is cracked, peeling off and coming off the wall.

· In the eastern part intentionally made a rectangular indentation measuring 0,7 x 1,2 m without the plaster; further to the East a large box fastened to the wall (a part of electric box).

· Inscriptions in Latin and Cyrillic alphabets.

Locus 6 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 38
· The plaster deteriorated in two places.

· Both niches are unplastered, electric wires are standing out.

· The locus 11 doorway – the plaster cracked, with air bubbles, unsmoothed.
Locus 6 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 39
· Small parts of the outside plaster layer are missing, the biggest ones below the collapsed roof.

· The plaster cracked in a strip of 0,4 m wide close to the ceiling.

· The plaster part at the floor, near the locus 8 entrance is wet.

Locus 6 – The Western Wall:

[image: image41.jpg]



Fig. 40
· Little damp patches, tiny spider’s web, the wall strongly soiled with bird excrement.

· At the floor the plaster is coming off.

· On both niches bird excrement.

· The locus 7 doorway: tiny deterioration of the plaster: some cracks, losses, the plaster is unsmoothed.

Locus 7 – Floor:
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Fig. 41
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined with thick bitumen joints.

· 50% of the brick surface is damaged: it is powdering, cracking and splitting off.

· The surface is strongly soiled with bird excrement.

Locus 7 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 42
· The wooden beams are very wet, four cracked lengthwise.
Locus 7 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 43
· The plaster on three rows of the bricks close to the ceiling is missing; losses of some bricks.

· The wall is soiled with bird excrement.

· Small losses and cracks of the plaster.

Locus 7 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 44
· In the three rows of the brick close to the ceiling the plaster is missing.

· The plaster is soiled with bird excrement.
Locus 7 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 45
· In the three rows of the brick close to the ceiling the plaster is missing.

· Small plaster losses and some cracks.

· In a niche located in the eastern part of the wall– a bird nest, below it excrement.

Locus 7 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 46
· In a raw of the brick close to the ceiling the plaster is missing.

· In the middle of the wall at the ceiling there is a small window, below it bird excrement.

· Small plaster damages.

Locus 8 – Floor:
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Fig. 47
· Made of yellow braked bricks joined with thick bitumen joints.

· The surface covered with a thick mud layer, especially in the southern part.

· Remains of the collapsed part of the roof (mud, three wooden beams in part affected by the insects).

Locus 8 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 48
· The wooden beams are wet.

· An eastern part of the roof has collapsed; three beams and a part of the roof that had been supported by the beams have fallen in onto the floor; a stump of another beam is hanging down; plastic sheets became torn up.
· Almost all the wooden beams are bent down to the floor in the middle part.

· Two beams in the eastern part are cracked crosswise, ready to collapse soon.

· Numerous damages of the reed mats.

Locus 8 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 49
· Some damp patches and vertical cracks.

· The outside plaster layer with air bubbles, is peeling off and splitting off, especially where the damp patches occurred.

· A strip of 0,4-0,7 m wide close to the ceiling – thinner layer of the plaster, thrown in only and unsmoothed.

· In the niche located to the East of the locus 6 entrance there are traces of birds.

· A strip up to 0, 6 m high above the floor to the West of the locus 6 entrance is wet; at the floor the plaster is deteriorated. 
Locus 8 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 50
· The plaster and faces of the baked bricks are entirely destroyed in a longitudinal strip 0,8 m wide in the middle of the wall.

· In several places the plaster is cracked, has air bubbles and at the floor is coming off the wall with slices.
Locus 8 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 51
· The plaster is missing on two brick rows close to the ceiling.

· Small spider’s webs, damp patches in three places, two places with bird excrement.
· Cracks, splitting off, peeling off of the plaster especially in the eastern part and in the south-western corner.

· Moisture content in the lower part of the wall at the floor.
· In both niches bird excrement.
Locus 8 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 52
· Horizontal and vertical cracks of the plaster.

· In one place bird excrement throughout the height of the wall, also below the niche.
· Small insect nests (ants?).

· The locus 9 doorway: a strip of 1 m wide above the floor level has split off, ready to come off, air bubbles, unsmoothed plaster.
Locus 9 – Floor:
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Fig. 53
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined with thick bitumen joints.

· 20% of the surface is damaged: is powdering, cracking and coming off.

· There is a bulge in the middle part of the floor; some rubbish.

Locus 9 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 54
· The wooden beams are very moist, large drops of water are clearly visible (surface condensation?).
· The reed mats in good condition.

Locus 9 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 55
· Three rows of bricks close to the ceiling without plaster.

· Small cracks and losses of the plaster in the middle, upper and lower part to the West.
· In the niche bird excrement.

Locus 9 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 56
· Small losses and cracks.

· The plaster is damaged (0,6 m in diameter) to the North from the locus 8 entrance.

Locus 9 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 57
· Two rows of the brick close to the ceiling without the plaster.

· Horizontal cracks of the plaster throughout the width of the wall at the height of 2,5-3 m.
· Small losses and cracks.

· Moisture content of a strip up to 0,8 m high above the floor – the outside plaster layer deteriorated.

Locus 9 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 58
· One row bricks and a wooden beam above the small window without plaster.

· Below window – bird excrement.

· The plaster is splitting off the wall, powdering and coming off in some places - in a strip up to 1,2 m height above the floor.
Locus 10 – Floor:
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Fig. 59
· Made of yellow baked bricks joined with thick bitumen joints.

· 40% of the brick surface is damaged: is powdering, cracking and splitting off.

· Some rubbish.

Locus 10 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 60
· The wooden beams and reed mats are wet; in the eastern part the mats are covered with a thin white layer.

· In some places the reed mats are deteriorated.

· Six beams are cracked lengthwise.

Locus 10 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 61
· A few air bubbles, losses and cracks, especially in the lower part.

Locus 10 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 62
· Three plaster layers are clearly visible:

a/ the outside one – the mud plaster with a cement admixture, 0,5 cm thick

b/ the second one – gypsum lining, ca 2 mm thick.
c/ the third one – the mud plaster with straw temper.

· The plaster soiled with bird excrement, small spider’s webs.

· In the upper part the plaster is damaged in two places (0,7 m in diameter each).
· In the lower part – cracks and losses of the plaster.

Locus 10 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 63
· Small damages, losses of the plaster, tiny spider’s webs.

· In the corners little insect nests made of mud.

· The locus 11 doorway: in a strip 0,4 wide close to the ceiling in the western part the plaster is missing; in the lower part in a strip 0,5 m long the plaster has disappeared and there are some splashes; in the eastern part – a strip 0,8 wide going vertically soiled with bird excrement.
Locus 10 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 64
· The plaster in good condition, the lower part unsmoothed.

· There is an electrical box fastened to the wall and an electric wire is standing out of the wall.
· The locus 5 doorway: two plaster fragments are lost.

Locus 11 – Floor:
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Fig. 65
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined with thick bitumen joints.

· 40% of the brick surface is damaged: is powdering, cracking and splitting off.

· Some sand, bird excrement and rubbish on the surface.

Locus 11 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 66
· The wooden beams are wet, some of them cracked lengthwise.

· The reed mats deteriorated, at least in five places.

· Some sleeping bats.

Locus 11 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 67
· At the very upper part the wall is not connected with the ceiling – the plaster is missing on the two highest rows of the brick.

· Large (2 m long) and deep crack in the western part of the wall.

· A hollow groove for an electric wire that is standing out of the wall in the eastern part.

· Splashes with bird excrement, especially below a niche.

Locus 11 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 68 
· Three brick rows close to the ceiling without the plaster.

· Three plaster layers as in the locus 10, deteriorated in the middle part and in the southern part – scratches, small losses, tiny spider’s webs.

Locus 11 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 69
· The plaster is missing on four brick rows close to the ceiling.
· Three plaster layers as in the locus 10, small losses and scratches.

· The locus 12 doorway: the plaster is missing on three brick rows close to the ceiling in the eastern part; three plaster layers, cracked, some losses in the lower and middle part; a vertical crack in the western, lower part; small losses.

Locus 11 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 70
· Damp patches in the southern part.

· Two major plaster losses, splitting off, and small losses especially in the lower part of the wall.

· In the niche traces of a bird net.
Locus 12 – Floor:
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Fig. 71
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined with thick bitumen joints.

· The brick surface is damaged: is powdering, cracking and splitting off.

· Some sand, bird excrement, rubbish and iron bars on the surface.

· In the western part preserved up to 1,5 m high stairs made of modern baked bricks.
Locus 12 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 72
· The wooden beams – well preserved, but wet.
· The reed mats – deteriorated in some places; the middle part – wet.

· Some sleeping bets.

Locus 12 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 73
· The plaster is missing on two rows of the bricks close to the ceiling.

· The outside layer plaster damaged in the middle part as well as in a strip up to 1 m high above the floor level: some losses, scratches and splitting off.
· Tiny plaster cracks.

· One damp patch.

Locus 12 – The Eastern Wall:

[image: image75.jpg]



Fig. 74
· Four brick rows close to the ceiling without plaster.
· 50% of the outside plaster layer is damaged: losses, scratches, detachment and cracks.

Locus 12 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 75
· Two rows of the brick close to the ceiling without the plaster.

· The outside plaster layer deteriorated – losses, scratches, detachment especially in the middle and western part.

Locus 12 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 76
· Two rows of the bricks from the South and four ones from the North unplastered.

· In the southern part the outside plaster layer is decayed: many losses, detachment, especially in the northern part.
Locus 13 – Floor:
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Fig. 77
· Made of yellow baked bricks, joined with trick bitumen joints.

· The brick surface is damaged: is powdering, cracking and splitting off.

· A lot of bird excrement, especially in the western part.

Locus 13 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 78
· A fragment of the roof 1 m long is missing in the western part; rain comes directly into the locus.

· A part of the wooden beams is very moist, large drops of water (surface condensation?).
· A pigeon shelter, especially at night. 

Locus 13 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 79
· Three rows of the brick close to the ceiling – without the plaster.

· A strip of wall 1 m above the floor level and 1,5 m below the ceiling – without plaster; sun dried mud bricks are visible, thick joints.
· Little plaster cracks, a few losses of the plaster.
Locus 13 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 80
· Three rows of bricks close to the ceiling unplastered.
· Below – the plaster with a great admixture of straw temper well preserved.
· Four small plaster losses.

· In the lower part – bird excrement.

Locus 13 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 81
· Three rows of the bricks close to the ceiling unplastered.

· In some places losses of the plaster, scratches, horizontal cracks, especially in the lower part.
Locus 13 – The Western Wall:
[image: image83.jpg]



Fig. 82
· A strip in the middle of the wall 0,7 m thick is without plaster, small losses of wet baked bricks.

· The plaster is washed away with rain water.

Locus 14 – Floor:
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Fig. 83
· Made of yellow baked brick, joined with thick bitumen joints.

· Deterioration of the brick surface: is powdering, cracking and splitting off.

Locus 14 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 84
· Several wooden beams cracked lengthwise.

· Most of the beams are giving in because of the weight of the roof.
· In some places the mats are torn up.

Locus 14 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 85
· One raw of the brick close to the ceiling without plaster.

· Losses of the plaster close to the ceiling, at the floor; small spider’s webs.

· Tiny cracks and peeling off the plaster in the middle part of the wall.

Locus 14 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 86
· Two rows of bricks close to the ceiling without plaster.

· Considerable losses of the plaster in four places close to the ceiling; the plaster is cracking and peeling off.
· In six places, occupying almost two third of the wall, lots of bird excrement. 

· Small spider’s webs and scratches.
· In the niche – the plaster is craked, soiled with bird excrement.
· The locus 15 doorway: deterioration of two third of the outside plaster surface in the southern part of the wall; losses of the plaster in some places.
· The locus 17 doorway: an old plaster was covered with a new layer to repair losses; small cracks and air bubbles.

Locus 14 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 87
· One raw of the bricks close to the ceiling without the plaster.
· Three insect nests made of mud.

· A large 3 m long vertical crack in the south-eastern corner.

Locus 14 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 88
· Three rows of the bricks close to the ceiling without the plaster.

· The plaster was washed away in the middle part close to the ceiling.

· A horizontal detachment and small cracks in the lower part.

· A short inscription in Latin alphabet.

· Deterioration of the plaster at the base of the wall.

Locus 15 – Floor:

[image: image90.jpg]



Fig. 89
·  The surface covered with a thick (up to 15 cm) mud layer, especially in the north-eastern part; some rubbish.
Locus 15 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 90
· The wooden beams are moist.

· Some sleeping bets.

Locus 15 – The Northern Wall:
[image: image92.jpg]



Fig. 91
· Two rows of the bricks close to the ceiling without the plaster.

· A large loss of the plaster close to the ceiling in the eastern part; in this very place moisture content.
· The locus 17 doorway: the eastern wall – a large horizontal crack, soiled with bird excrement, the plaster at the base of the wall is missing; the western wall – small losses.

Locus 15 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 92
· Two rows of the bricks close to the ceiling without plaster.

· Strong deterioration of the whole surface of the wall.

· Strips of 1 m in width close to the ceiling and at the base of the wall – the large fragments of the plaster has fallen off.

· Deep losses of the plaster in two places: a hole (1 m by 0,6 m) going through the wall.
· Strong damp patches and the plaster soiled with bird excrement.

Locus 15 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 93
· Two rows of the bricks close to the ceiling without the plaster.

· The plaster seriously deteriorated, especially in the eastern part.
· Substantial plaster losses, cracks and detachment.
· The locus 16 doorway: the eastern wall – only 20% of the outside plaster layer preserved, the rest is damaged – some bulges and hollows; the western part – deterioration of the outside plaster layer; some losses at the base of the wall.
Locus 15 – The Western Wall:
[image: image95.jpg]



Fig. 94
· Two rows of bricks without the plaster.

· The plaster is homogenous, small losses and scratches.
· Several groups of sleeping bets; singular insect nests (ants?) made of mud.
Locus 16 – Floor:
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Fig. 95
· Covered with thick mud layer and rubbish (stones, large pieces of wood, metal sheets, etc.)
· Large amount of ants.
Locus 16 – Ceiling:
[image: image97.jpg]
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                                    Fig. 96                                                         Fig. 97
· The wooden beams and the mats are wet.

· From the South a beam and a fragment of the roof measuring (0,6 by 0,6 m) are missing; rain water comes down easily inside of the room.
Locus 16 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 98

· Two rows of bricks close to the ceiling without the plaster.

· Large losses of the plaster at the floor.
· Deterioration of the plaster in the upper part, losses of the outside plaster layer.
· Bets – in the upper parts.
· In a niche in the western part – a large bird net.
Locus 16 – The Eastern Wall:
[image: image100.jpg]



Fig. 99

· Two rows of the bricks without plaster.

· The plaster in a bad state of preservation, deteriorated to a great degree: losses, cracks, soiled with bird excrement.
· In three places up to 0,5 m in width, mud was completely washed away by rain water throughout the wall from the ceiling down to the floor.

· In the southern part the plaster is missing throughout the wall; bet shelter.
Locus 16 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 100
· The plaster in a bad state of preservation: cracks, deterioration, considerable losses (40% of the surface)

· The plaster is missing almost completely on the whole height of the wall in the place the roof is lost.

Locus 16 – The Western Wall:
[image: image102.jpg]



Fig 101
· Two rows of the bricks without plaster.

· A large crack and the plaster bulge going from the ceiling to the floor located in a distance of 2-3 m from the southern edge.
· The outside plaster layer deteriorated, small losses and scratches.
Locus 17 – Floor:
[image: image103.jpg]



Fig. 102
· Covered with 3 cm thick layer of mud; bird excrement.

Locus 17 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 103
· In good state of preservation.

Locus 17 – The Northern Wall
[image: image105.jpg]



Fig. 104
· A row of bricks close to the ceiling without plaster.

· Small spider’s webs, losses at the ceiling and at the floor.

· The plaster cracks in the north-eastern corner and at the lower part of the wall.
Locus 17 The Eastern Wall:

[image: image106.jpg]


    [image: image107.jpg]



                            Fig 105.                                            Fig. 106
· One row of the bricks close to the surface without plaster.

· Small spider’s webs; a 1 m wide strip of the plaster is soiled with bird excrement throughout the wall.
· One damp patch – mud was washed away.
· Small plaster losses especially close to the ceiling and at the floor.

· A hole in the back wall of the niche.

· In the southern part – remnants of the electric box with three wires.
· The outside doorway: the plaster on both sides damaged up to 1,5 high above the floor level; cracks, air bubbles, detachment of the plaster, the plaster is unsmoothed.

Locus 17 – The Southern Wall:
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Fig. 107
· One raw of the bricks at the ceiling without plaster.

· Small spider’s webs and the plaster losses, especially in the eastern part at the floor.
· The locus 15 doorway: the eastern part deteriorated, two rows of the bricks close to the ceiling are without the plaster, bird excrement, the plaster loss at the floor, cracks and some dirt.
Locus 17 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 108
· Two rows of the bricks close to the ceiling without the plaster.

· One larger damp patches and a few smaller ones.
· In the southern upper part – detachment of the plaster from the wall, cracks and some losses.
· In a strip up to 0,3 m high above the floor level, to the South from the locus 14 doorway – moisture content and small cracks. 
Locus 18 – floor:
[image: image110.jpg]



Fig. 109
· Covered with a mud layer, in the eastern part - the rest of one third of the collapsed roof (mud, baked bricks, reed mats and wooden beams), some rubbish.
Locus 18 – Ceiling:
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Fig. 110
· Building structural damage occurred – one third of the roof collapsed. The edges of the fallen in roof are not secured – torn up reed mats and cracked wooden beams are hanging down.

· The rest of the roof (wooden beams and mats) is moist.

· In the western part four beams are clearly bent down to the floor.
Locus 18 – The Northern Wall:
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Fig. 111 
· Four rows of the bricks are without the plaster.

· A strip up to 0,5 m high above the floor level is wet.
· The wall is made of modern baked bricks with the rest of thin (0,5 m thick) mud mortar; the mortar is cracked and is missing on 40% of the surface. 
Locus 18 – The Eastern Wall:
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Fig. 112
· The wall made of sun-dried mud bricks.

· The plaster preserved in a strip up to 0,7 m high above the floor level.
· Serious damp patches in several places throughout the wall.
Locus 18 – The Southern Wall:
[image: image114.jpg]



Fig. 113
· Three rows of the contemporary baked bricks close to the ceiling – unplastered; the rest of the wall made of the sun dried mud bricks.

· Some damp patches.
· An oblique crack of the wall going from the middle close to the ceiling to the western part of the wall.
· A strip up to 0,7 m high above the floor level plastered, some cracks on it, large losses in the western part.
Locus 18 – The Western Wall:
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Fig. 114
· Four rows of the bricks close to the ceiling unplastered. The rest of the wall is made up of mud bricks while a vault over the locus 1 doorway is made up of baked bricks.
· The bricks are strongly eroded beacuase of the damp patches.

· Around the locus 1 doorway and at the base of the wall to the South of the doorway – some remains of the plaster.

· Two rows of the bricks to the North of the doorway – badly damaged up to 10-30 cm deep into the Wall.
· Insect nests (small openings into the plaster) in the southern part.

Description elaborated on 7th–10th November 2004, photographs taken on 13th-14th November 2004 and translated into English on 19th-24th November 2004 by Mirosław OLBRYŚ (Poland). 
The photograph no. 5 was taken by Agnieszka Dolatowska in July 2004.

Edited by George Gogolewski.
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