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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BABYLON
Introduction to the archaeological report
1. Purpose and scope of  the report.

a. Upon the decision to close down the Alpha camp and move it to Diwaniyah, the present user of the part of the site made a survey of all parts of the Babylon archaeological site and historical buildings erected on the ancient foundations and monuments located within the military camp.

b. The main aim of the report is to present the current condition of each part of the archaeological site, historical buildings and monuments used by the military. The descriptions and photographs could be utilized to establish what types of work are needed and their successive order to prevent further destructions to allow for future preservation work.
2. The text was prepared in two parts:

Part I – a catalogue composed of eleven zones established by the archaeologist within the military camp.

Part II – a catalogue composed of fifteen historical buildings and monuments located within the military camp. Each entry of the catalogue includes a text and photographs.
The part I and the entries of the part II have their own pagination and numbering of photographs.

3. A scheme of the catalogue of zones of the archaeological site (Part I): name, location according to the scheme plan, description of the range, description of the present condition (photographs).
4. A scheme of the catalogue of architecture and monuments (Part II): (1) historical name, (2) location according to the scheme plan, (3) lay-out (if available), (4) description of the present condition (photographs) successively:
· Façades from the northern, eastern, southern and western directions.
· Roof.
· Loci in turns: floor, ceiling, the northern wall, the eastern wall, the southern wall and the western wall.

5. The report was prepared by the Polish archaeologists:

· Mr Tomasz Burda M.A. (in Babylon since 15th September 2004) – responsible for the Part II, entry VI.

· Miss Agnieszka Dolatowska M.A. (in Babylon since 1st May 2004) – responsible for the Part I and the Part II, entries I-V and XIV-XV.

· Mr Mirosław Olbryś M.A. (in Babylon since 27th October 2004) – responsible for the Part II, entries VII-XIII.

The text was translated into English by: Mr Tomasz Burda, Miss Agnieszka Dolatowska, Mr Mirosław Olbryś, Mr Piotr Szarżanowicz, Mr Piotr Trybuła. The text was edited by Mr Steve Bein, Mr George Gogolewsky and Mr Christopher Miller.
6. Since October 2003, the Polish archaeologists Mr Marek Lemiesz, Mr Łukasz Olędzki, Mr Grzegorz Galbierczyk, Miss Agnieszka Dolatowska, Mr Tomasz Burda and Mr Mirosław Olbryś have been acting within a frame of the Polish Military Contingent in Iraq. They were delegated by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Poland in agreement with the Ministry of National Defence and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for documentation, intervention and protection of the archaeological monuments located within the Multinational Division Central – South area of responsibility under Polish command. Their work have been executed within the limits of a governmental programme called “The Republic of Poland concept of participation in stabilization and reconstruction of Iraq”, adopted by the Ministry Council on 1st July 2003. The Polish side have been informing the General Director of UNESCO about the activities undertaken towards the archaeological monuments located within the area of responsibility of the Multinational Division Central – South.
Babylon, 1st December 2004                                         Mirosław Olbryś
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