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II - The Processional Street
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Fig. The Processional Street 

1. For the report requirements the Processional Street is divided to three parts:  

a) The northern part – section of the Processional Street which begins at the Lion of Babylon and on the North runs down toward the Ishtar Gate.  

b) The middle part – section of the Processional Street located between the Ishtar Gate from the North and the museum courtyard from the South. 

c) The southern part – section of the Processional Street which begins on the other side of the main road, by the museum and runs in the southern direction near the Nabu-sha-Hare Temple.   

2. The Processional Street description:

a) The northern part:
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                            Fig. The northern part of Processional Street 

The best preserved section of the Processional Street. The clay tiles covering the surface are well preserved. A significant part of the surface is covered with bitumen. In the Northern section there are two palm trees growing. The reconstructed walls on both sides of Processional Street are not damage. The northern end of the Western Wall from the outside (side of the Lion of Babylon) there have large cracks.  


The iron fence surrounding the northern part of Processional Street is missing the brass fastenings from the top of several fences posts. 

b) The middle part:
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                            Fig. The middle part of Processional Street

In the 1960’s, the major part of Processional Street was surfaced with bitumen. From the time it was put down until today the bitumen has dried and cracked. Part of the tiles which were used to cover this section of Processional Street have crumble and cracked.   
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                            Fig. Cracked tiles of the middle part of Processional Street.  

Some brass fastenings are missing from the iron fence posts.

c) The Southern part:
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                            Fig. The Southern part of the Processional Street

This part of Processional Street has to the been not exhibited. It is located near the Nabu-sza-Hare Temple and runs a couple of hundred meters South. It is situated in a small ravine formed by the archaeological works conducted in this area. 

A majority of the Southern Processional Street was covered with a layer of sand.  Only 40 meters of Processional Street is clearly visible.
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                            Fig. Uncovered tiles on the southern part of Processional Street

Uncovered tiles are crumbled and heavily broken up. In some places there is also salt residue. 
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Fig. Broken up tiles and  salt residue 

Going farther South were located seven concrete barriers (Jersey type) across of the Processional Street. They were situated in three lines (3, 1 and 3 pieces in the line). The barriers were lifted by helicopter to prevent heavy machinery damaging the uncovered tiles.   
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Fig. Concrete barriers on the Southern part of Processional Street

On 29 November 2004 the barriers were removed by a US Army helicopter.
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Fig. Removing of the concrete barriers

The western wall of the ravine where Processional Street is located was damaged. A vehicle cut away about 20 cm x 25 meters of the western ravine wall.  Since the wall was cut away some of the soil above the cut away section has fallen to the ravine floor.
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Fig. Western wall of the raving where the southern part of Processional Street is located  

The Western ravine wall contains a barbed wire fence. At the camp perimeter the barbed wire fence crosses Processional Street and goes directly East.
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Fig. Barbed wire long-drawn-out across of the southern part of Processional Street.

Description elaborated and photograph taken between 15th and 30th November 2004 by Agnieszka Dolatowska

Translated into English Piotr Trybuła, 1st edition by Christopher Miller, 2nd edition by Steven Bein. 

PAGE  
67

